Helping with writing at home

. Build a climate of words at home. Go places and see things with your child,
then talk about what has been seen, heard, smelled, tasted, touched. The
basis of good writing is good talk, and younger children especially grow into
stronger control of language when loving adults -- particularly parents -- share
experiences and rich talk about those experiences.

. Let children see you write often. You're both a model and a teacher. If children
never see adults write, they gain an impression that writing occurs only at
school. What you do is as important as what you say. Have children see you
writing notes or letters to friends, perhaps even stories to share with the
children. From time to time, read aloud what you have written and ask your
children their opinion of what you've said. If it's not perfect, so much the
better. Making changes in what you write confirms for the child that revision is
a natural part of writing -- which it is.

. Be as helpful as you can in helping children write. Talk through their ideas
with them; help them discover what they want to say. When they ask for help
with spelling, punctuation, and usage, supply that help. Your most effective
role is not as a critic but as a helper. Rejoice in effort, delight in ideas, and
resist the temptation to be critical.

. Provide a suitable place for children to write. A quiet corner is best, the child's
own place, if possible. If not, any flat surface with eloow room, a comfortable
chair, and a good light will do.

. Be alert to occasions when the child can be involved in writing, for example,
helping with shopping lists, adding notes at the end of parents' letters, sending
holiday and birthday cards, taking down telephone messages, writing notes to
friends or helping plan trips by writing for information. These are just a few
ideas!



