
 

 

 
 
18.05.20 
 
RE. Anticipated return of more pupils to school in June 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This letter is the first in what will no doubt be an increasingly detailed series of letters as we prepare 
for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 to return to school. Apologies in advance for it being rather 
long – there is a lot to explain! There are different ideas and views being shared in the media but the 
reality is that each school has to do things that fit with their space and staffing.  
 
Some of these plans will be very different to the way we usually do things at Glenaire: children may 
have a different classroom or teacher to the one they left in March and there will be different ways of 
learning and playing to help keep everyone safe. The children may not be with their closest friends or 
be able to mix with them and they will need to adjust to new ways of being in school. However, as 
always at Glenaire, whilst your children may have differences to manage, what will not change is the 
care we give them and the friendly family environment that we will create. Yes, there are challenges in 
opening to more children, but we will work through them together as we have done so far. 
 
I think the easiest way to share our plans at this stage is to give a broad outline of what it will look like 
in each year group. Remember, the government is publishing new guidance daily so plans may change 
a bit in response to that.  
 
General Plans 
 
We will have different drop off and pick up times and use a wider range of routes into school. The 
school week will run from Monday to Friday lunchtime. School will be closed for deep cleaning every 
Friday afternoon.  
 
We would like all children where possible to have a school lunch. This will be free for children in YR, Y1 
and those on FSM. Y6 and some key worker pupils will be charged. We would still prefer all to have 
school lunches to limit the items coming into school from home. If this is impossible, children with a 
packed lunch from home will eat separately, in their classroom. 
 
We would like the children to come to school each day in clean clothes. For this short time, we will not 
expect school uniform. As we are hoping to be outdoors more often than usual, children will need to 
be comfortable, with trainers. 
 
The school will be zoned, so that children will stay in their zones and movement around school will be 
carefully managed and kept to a minimum. They will generally only see children from their own zone 
and mostly their own ‘bubble’. 
 



 

 

 
 
What will it look like in Reception? 
 
The government guidance has accepted what parents and teachers have told them – that children at 
this age would find it very difficult to stay 2m apart at all times. I personally think it would be cruel to 
try and achieve this. Instead, the children will be put into groups – as small as we can make them with 
space and staffing available and definitely smaller than 12. These groups will act as if they are in a 
‘bubble’, with the same children, space and staff every day. Hygiene measures and cleaning will be very 
frequent and the children will only use equipment that is washable (or natural if outdoors) – where 
possible they will have their own or share in an even smaller group with items sanitised between use.  
 
The children will still be able to use some areas of provision to learn – they will not need to be sitting 
at desks all day as some have suggested. We will have to remove some difficult to clean items and they 
may sit at tables a little more than previously, but this will help prepare them for Year 1 ways of 
working. They may be based in either the Nursery area or the Reception area – both will have the same 
layout and resources. Staff will be those most familiar to the children, assuming all staff remain well. 
The children will use the toilets within the classroom and be supervised carefully with handwashing 
and hygiene. 
 
We aim for the children to spend time outdoors and in the garden/woods and to eat their lunch as a 
group in the dinner hall (slightly more spaced than usual) if they have a school meal – which we 
encourage for all. 
 
What will Year 1 look like? 
 
Children in Year 1 will be split into two groups or ‘bubbles’ and based in the Year 1 and Year 2 
classrooms. They will also use the outdoor decking area but not at the same time – only in smaller 
groups from within their ‘bubble’. They will sit at tables, which we will space apart, but not quite in so 
formal a way as we would for older children. They will have opportunities to talk and play within their 
bubble group and use creative and practical resources. Staff will be those most familiar to the children, 
assuming all staff remain well. The children will use the toilets within the classroom and be supervised 
carefully with handwashing and hygiene. 
 
We aim for the children to spend lots of time outdoors in the garden/woods/playground and to eat 
their lunch as a group (slightly more spaced than usual) in the dinner hall if they have a school meal – 
which we encourage for all.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
What will Year 6 look like? 
 
Children in Year 6 are old enough to follow social distancing guidelines and we will focus on helping 
them to do this independently. The children will be based in the Y6 and Y5 classrooms in ‘bubbles’ of 
up to 8-10 pupils initially. They will sit at tables, which are spaced at least 1 metre apart and 2 metres 
where possible. They will have their own equipment and movement around class will be limited. We 
will encourage parents to help these children prepare for secondary school by allowing them to walk 
all or part-way to and from school, preventing too many parents on site at key times.  
 
There will be set times for going to the toilet in order to keep separate from another zone who will 
share the same KS2 toilets (and also to allow for frequent cleaning) and pupils will be encouraged to 
try and stick to these times. Staff will be those most familiar to the children, assuming all staff remain 
well.  We aim for the children to spend lots of time outdoors in the garden/woods/playground and to 
eat their lunch as a group (slightly more spaced than usual) in the dinner hall if they have a school meal 
– which we encourage for all.  
 
We will work with secondary schools to try and provide some form of transition and to prepare the 
children as best we can. Sadly, we will not be able to have the many rituals of leaving primary, such as 
a performance and leavers assembly or parties, but we will still have leavers’ hoodies and we will find 
creative ways to include all the Year 6 in some special socially distanced activities to end their time at 
Glenaire in a positive way.  
 
What if I am a key worker or my child has been attending for specific reasons? 
 
Children who have already been attending school who are in Reception, Y1 or Y6 will re-join their own 
year groups when they return. The remaining children will be divided into two classes – most likely one 
for Y2 and Y3 pupils and the other for Y4 and Y5 pupils. This will depend on numbers of pupils and staff. 
Things will be slightly different as instead of being based in the school hall, they will move into 
classrooms and follow the same routines as other pupils. They will mix only within their ‘bubble’ and 
continue to have their own tables and equipment. The pattern of their day will change to become more 
like a school day.  
 
There will be set times for going to the toilet in order to keep separate from another zone who will 
share the same KS2 toilets (and also to allow for frequent cleaning) and pupils will be encouraged to 
try and stick to these times. Rather than staff on a rota, they will have the staff who are not working 
with R, Y1 and Y6 teaching them. We aim for the children to spend lots of time outdoors in the 
garden/woods/playground and to eat their lunch as a group (slightly more spaced than usual) in the 
dinner hall if they have a school meal – which we encourage for all.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
What if I am not a key worker and my child is in Year 2, 3, 4 or 5? 
 
Unfortunately, at this time we are unable to take other children in school. This is in order to increase 
the numbers of pupils in a slow, careful and controlled way as instructed by the government. If you 
believe you are a key worker, please contact school to discuss this. Places are, however, limited and 
priority will be given to pupils who have already been attending as children of key workers or with 
specific circumstances. Children who are not yet in groups returning to school will still be provided with 
home learning in the same way as previously, although it may be set by a different teacher if their own 
teacher is in class with pupils all day. 
 
Summary 
 
I hope this has given you an overview of the direction our plans are taking. I need to make it very clear 
that although we are taking a wide range of steps to reduce the risks, it is impossible for me to give any 
guarantees that your child will not contract covid-19 and this risk is naturally higher mixing with others 
at school than it would be alone at home. Nevertheless, when we look at risks we should also compare 
them with benefits and as a parent, it is now over to you to decide whether you think the benefits of 
them being in school and the safety measures I have shared with you balance out the risks. Whatever 
you decide, and although I am very much looking forward to our lovely school coming gradually back 
to life, please know that we respect your choice, whatever you decide.  
 
I would be really grateful if you could contact me via office@glenaireprimary.co.uk or 
headteacher@glenaireprimary.co.uk  or through class dojo with an indication of how you now feel 
about your Reception, Y1 or Y6 child attending. This will help us to group the children and plan the finer 
details, which we will share with you for each yeargroup.  
 
Thank you again for the wonderful way you have worked with school during this difficult period and 
for the many messages of praise and support for our staff. 
 
yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Jo Wilkinson 
Headteacher 
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