
 This text is from Tilly Mint Tales by Berlie Doherty.

9© Rising Stars UK Ltd 2015 You may photocopy this page

Year 4 Autumn test 1: Part A

Tilly Mint and the Leaf-lords
When Tilly’s mum goes out to work, Mrs Hardcastle from up the street pops in to look 

after her. There are two special things about Mrs Hardcastle. The first thing is that she’s 

always dropping off to sleep (she snores too, sometimes). The second thing is that 

whenever she goes to sleep, something magic always seems to happen to Tilly Mint!

One day Tilly and Mrs Hardcastle are at the park, when Mrs Hardcastle suddenly 

feels sleepy... 

Then she lay down on the bench, with her handbag under her head, and her feet 

sticking over the end.

 “I’ll just have five minutes,” she promised, yawning.

 Tilly sighed. “But what shall I do, Mrs Hardcastle?” she asked. 

 “You could look for the leaf-lords,” Mrs Hardcastle yawned. “Only don’t tread on 

them, will you, love? And see if you can find some of their treasure...”

 And then, as she said that, her voice sort of fizzled out into an enormous yawn, and 

then into a snore, and then into a lovely long whistle. Mrs Hardcastle was fast asleep. 

And Tilly Mint was bored.

 Leaf-lords? she thought. What are they? She sat for a long time listening to Mrs 

Hardcastle whistling away like a blackbird, and watching the leaves, and she said:

 “What a lovely day it would be, if only something would happen!”

 It was then that she thought she heard a whispery sort of voice saying,

 “Spin around, swing around,

 Float and flutter down,

 Swirl around, twirl around...”

over and over again, in a crackly sort of crunched-up-paper-bag way.

 It couldn’t have been Mrs Hardcastle, could it, talking in her  

sleep? No. She was much too busy snoring and whistling to say  

anything like that. It couldn’t have been the blackbird, could it,  

hiding in the branches at the top of the tree? No. He was much  

too busy singing up to the sunshine to say anything like that.

 Tilly listened. There it was again!

 “Spin around, swing around, 

 Float and flutter down,

 Swirl around, twirl around...”

 Tilly jumped off her bench in great excitement. It couldn’t be the leaf-lords,  

could it? Could it?
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4  From what you learn in the story, tick to show whether the following are  

 true, false, or whether we can’t be sure. One has been done for you.

True False Can’t be sure
Mrs Hardcastle thinks the leaf-lords have 
some treasure.
The blackbird was saying the rhyme that  
Tilly heard.
The leaf-lords are very friendly.
Tilly and Mrs Hardcastle are at the park. 

Tilly Mint and the Leaf-lords 

1  What is special about Mrs Hardcastle? Write one thing.

  
2b

 1 mark

2  Why does Tilly sigh when Mrs Hardcastle says she is going to have a sleep?

  
2d

 1 mark

3  What does Mrs Hardcastle tell Tilly to do while she is asleep?

  
2b

 1 mark

  
2b

 2 marks
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5  Look at this section of the story. 

It was then that she thought she heard a whispery sort of voice saying,

 “Spin around, swing around, 

 Float and flutter down,  

 Swirl around, twirl around...”

over and over again, in a crackly sort of crunched-up-paper-bag way.

 Think about the rhyme Tilly hears and about the words and phrases used to   

 describe the voice. What clues do they give you that it is one of the leaf-lords  

 talking? 

 
  
2g

 2 marks

6  Number these sentences to show the order in which they happen in the story.  

 The first one has been done for you.

 Tilly watches the leaves. 

 Tilly jumps off the bench. 

 Mrs Hardcastle starts to snore. 

 Tilly hears an unfamiliar voice. 

 Mrs Hardcastle lies down on a bench. 1   
2f

 
1 mark

7  How does Tilly feel at the end of the text? Why? Explain your answer as fully  

 as you can, using the text to help you.

  
2d

 
2 marks




