
 

 

19.07.21 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
The changes from 19th July regarding schools are quite confusing and vary between local areas. This is 
a letter to explain the changes as simply as I can – I hope you find it useful.  
 
From today, the general guidance for England is that schools will no longer identify contacts of positive 
cases and ask them to isolate. This will now be taken over by the Track and Trace team, who will contact 
parents of any pupils who test positive to identify close contacts. However, local Public Health have 
said the following: 
 
Statement from Public Health to clarify Bradford’s position on identifying close contacts for self-isolation week 
beginning 19 July: 
  
‘Our position is that we recommend and advise all schools in our area to continue to follow all the mitigating 
procedures they have used all year, right up to the end of term. This includes, next week, school still identifying 
the close contacts of any positive cases and asking them to self-isolate for 10 days; … even if not directly asked 
by Test and Trace to do so. This is in contrast to the DfE guidance …but we are very mindful that Covid cases are 
continuing to increase in our area, including in young people across the district and the large number of schools 
with outbreaks.’ 

 
What this means is that for this final week of term, if a positive case is reported to school, we will still 
have to close the relevant ‘bubble’ and ask those affected to isolate for ten days.  
 
I hope you can appreciate that this is a difficult situation for school as well as parents. Hopefully, we 
will get to the end of this final week with no further cases. From September, closing full classes should 
no longer be a problem, as children under 18 and adults who are fully vaccinated and do not have any 
symptoms, will no longer need to isolate if a close contact, but instead, take a PCR test. School will then 
only need to close classes if staff are isolating and/or there are not enough staff in school for safety. 
 
We are also asking parents still to wear face coverings on the school site and socially distance, to try 
and prevent any new cases this week. Parents will receive new guidelines for September over the 
summer holidays, when we can be more certain of the national and local government guidance. 
 
As always, thanks for your support in all of these measures.  
 
yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jo Wilkinson 
Headteacher 


